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     Core Values 
                                                                              (Comprehensive - September 2020) 

 
 
 
 

1. The Nature and the Unity of the Godhead 
 

We believe in one eternal God who is the Creator of all things. He exists in 
three Persons: God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit. He is a 
personal God who is totally loving, completely holy and infinite in power and 
wisdom. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

Genesis 1:1-2 

In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.  Now the earth was formless and 
empty, darkness was over the surface of the deep, and the Spirit of God was 
hovering over the waters. 

John 10:30 

I and the Father are one. 

Eph 4:4-6 

There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called to one hope when you were 
called; one Lord, one faith, one baptism; one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. 

1 Corinthians 8:6 

. . . yet for us there is but one God, the Father, from whom all things came and for whom 
we live; and there is but one Lord, Jesus Christ, through whom all things came and 
through whom we live. 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom.  

John 1:14 

The Word became flesh and made his dwelling among us. We have seen his glory, the 
glory of the one and only Son, who came from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

John 14:16-17 

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another advocate to help you and be with 
you forever - the Spirit of truth. The world cannot accept him, because it neither sees him 
nor knows him. But you know him, for he lives with you and will be in you.  

2 Corinthians 1:21-22 

Now it is God who makes both us and you stand firm in Christ. He anointed us, set his 
seal of ownership on us, and put his Spirit in our hearts as a deposit, guaranteeing what is 
to come. 

Col 1:15-17 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For in him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for 
him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  
 

 

 

 



2 
 

1. The Nature and the Unity of the Godhead (cont) 
Phil 2:5-8 

In your relationships with one another, have the same mindset as Christ Jesus:  Who, 
being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God something to be used to his 
own advantage; rather, he made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant, 
being made in human likeness.  And being found in appearance as a man, he humbled 
himself by becoming obedient to death - even death on a cross! 

Zeph 3:17 

The Lord your God is with you, the Mighty Warrior who saves.  He will take great delight in 
you; in his love he will no longer rebuke you, but will rejoice over you with singing. 
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2. Jesus – Both God and Man 
 

We believe Jesus Christ is the Son of God. He was conceived by the Holy 
Spirit and born as a physical person of the Virgin Mary, so the nature of God 
and the nature of man, were united in one person.  
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

Luke 1:30-33  

The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; you have found favour with God.  You will 
conceive and give birth to a son, and you are to call him Jesus.  He will be great and will 
be called the Son of the Most High. The Lord God will give him the throne of his father 
David,  and he will reign over Jacob’s descendants forever; his kingdom will never end. 
Matt 1: 18-25 
The story of the birth of Jesus. 
John 1:14  
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory, glory as of 
the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. 

1 Timothy 2:5  

For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ 
Jesus, 

John 1:1  

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 

Philippians 2:7  

But [he] made himself nothing, taking the form of a servant, being born in the likeness of 
men. 

Hebrews 4:15  

For we do not have a high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but 
one who in every respect has been tempted as we are, yet without sin. 

John 10:30  

I and the Father are one.” 

Colossians 1:19  

For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell 

John 14:6  

Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me. 

Hebrews 1:3  

He is the radiance of the glory of God and the exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds 
the universe by the word of his power. After making purification for sins, he sat down at 
the right hand of the Majesty on high, 

Luke 1:35  

And the angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the 
Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy - the Son 
of God. 
 

Romans 1:1-32  

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God, 
which he promised beforehand through his prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his 
Son, who was descended from David according to the flesh and was declared to be the 
Son of God in power according to the Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the dead, 
Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we have received grace and apostleship to bring 
about the obedience of faith for the sake of his name among all the nations, ... 
 
 

2. Jesus – Both God and Man (cont) 
1 John 5:20  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A14&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Timothy+2%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A1&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+4%3A15&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+10%3A30&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+1%3A19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A6&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Hebrews+1%3A3&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+1%3A35&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+1%3A1-32&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+John+5%3A20&version=ESV
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And we know that the Son of God has come and has given us understanding, so that we 
may know him who is true; and we are in him who is true, in his Son Jesus Christ. He is 
the true God and eternal life. 
That all may honour the Son, just as they honour the Father. Whoever does not honour 
the Son does not honour the Father who sent him. 

John 1:4  

In him was life, and the life was the light of men. 

Luke 2:11  

For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the Lord. 

Colossians 2:9-10  

For in him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have been filled in him, who is 
the head of all rule and authority. 

Philippians 2:9  

Therefore God has highly exalted him and bestowed on him the name that is above every 
name, . . . . 
 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1%3A4&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Luke+2%3A11&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Colossians+2%3A9-10&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Philippians+2%3A9&version=ESV
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3. God the Holy Spirit 
 

We believe the Holy Spirit is eternally one with God the Father and God the 
Son. The Holy Spirit moves amongst his people seeking to reveal his nature 
and draw mankind into a relationship with Himself.   
 

Supporting Biblical References: 

 

Galatians 5:22-23  

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 
gentleness, self-control; against such things there is no law. 

Acts 2:38  

And Peter said to them, “Repent and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus 
Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

1 Corinthians 6:19   

Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit within you, whom you 
have from God? You are not your own, 

Acts 1:8  

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the end of the earth.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

Now the Lord is the Spirit, and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 

Romans 15:13 

May the God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that by the power of the 
Holy Spirit you may abound in hope. 

Ezekiel 36:26-27 

And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the 
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. And I will put my Spirit within 
you, and cause you to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules. 

Romans 8:9 

You, however, are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if in fact the Spirit of God dwells in you. 
Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. 

Ephesians 1:13 

In him you also, when you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and 
believed in him, were sealed with the promised Holy Spirit, 

Romans 5:5 

And hope does not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts 
through the Holy Spirit who has been given to us. 

John 14:16-17  

And I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever, even 
the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it neither sees him nor knows 
him. You know him, for he dwells with you and will be in you.  

John 14:26  

But the Advocate, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you all 
things and will remind you of everything I have said to you.  

Romans 8:1-2  

There is therefore now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of 
the Spirit of life has set you free in Christ Jesus from the law of sin and death. 
 

 

 

4. The Bible 
 

We believe that the Bible, consisting of sixty-six books is God’s Word 
written by people of God inspired by the Holy Spirit.  It is totally accurate and 
authoritative and relevant to us today.  It reveals who God is, His love for us 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Galatians+5%3A22-23&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+2%3A38&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1+Corinthians+6%3A19&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Acts+1%3A8&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+3%3A17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+15%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ezekiel+36%3A26-27&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A9&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Ephesians+1%3A13&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A5&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A16-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A16-17&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+8%3A1-2&version=ESV
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and teaches us how to live in a way that pleases Him. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

2 Timothy 3:16-17  

All Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 
in righteousness, so that the servant of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good 
work. 

Hebrews 4:12 

For the word of God is alive and active. Sharper than any double-edged sword, it 
penetrates even to dividing soul and spirit, joints and marrow; it judges the thoughts and 
attitudes of the heart. 

2 Thessalonians 2:15 

So then, brothers and sisters, stand firm and hold fast to the teachings we passed on to 
you, whether by word of mouth or by letter. 

2 Peter 1:20-21 

Above all, you must understand that no prophecy of Scripture came about by the 
prophet’s own interpretation of things.  For prophecy never had its origin in the human will, 
but prophets, though human, spoke from God as they were carried along by the Holy 
Spirit.  

Psalm 119:105 

Your word is a lamp for my feet, a light on my path. 

2 Timothy 2:15 

Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, a worker who does not need to 
be ashamed and who correctly handles the word of truth.  

 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1%3A7&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Timothy+1%3A7&version=ESV
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5. The Sinfulness of People 
 

We believe that God created man in His own image, to be without sin but 
with the ability to make our own choices.  Mankind originally lived in perfect 
harmony and relationship with God but was then tempted by Satan and 
chose to disobey God’s instructions.  This act of rebellion introduced sin 
into the world.  We are today all born with the natural inclination to sin which 
separates us from relationship with God and destines us to spiritual and 
physical death. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

Genesis 3: 1-7 

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals the LORD God had made. 
He said to the woman, “Did God really say, ‘You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden’?” 
The woman said to the serpent, “We may eat fruit from the trees in the garden,  but God 
did say, ‘You must not eat fruit from the tree that is in the middle of the garden, and you 
must not touch it, or you will die.’”  “You will not certainly die,” the serpent said to the 
woman.  “For God knows that when you eat from it your eyes will be opened, and you will 
be like God, knowing good and evil.”  When the woman saw that the fruit of the tree was 
good for food and pleasing to the eye, and also desirable for gaining wisdom, she took 
some and ate it. She also gave some to her husband, who was with her, and he ate 
it.  Then the eyes of both of them were opened, and they realized they were naked; so 
they sewed fig leaves together and made coverings for themselves.  Then the man and 
his wife heard the sound of the LORD God as he was walking in the garden in the cool of 
the day, and they hid from the LORD God among the trees of the garden. 

Romans 3:23 

. . . all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God . . .  

Ecclesiastes 7:20 

Indeed, there is no one on earth who is righteous, no one who does what is right and 
never sins. 

Romans 5:12 

Therefore, just as sin entered the world through one man, and death through sin, and in 
this way death came to all people, because all sinned. 

1 John 1:8 

If we claim to be without sin,we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. 

Isaiah 59:2 

Your iniquities have separated you from your God;  your sins have hidden his face from 
you, 
so that he will not hear. 

Romans 8:7-8 

Anyone completely absorbed in self ignores God, ends up thinking more about self than 
God. That person ignores who God is and what he is doing. And God isn’t pleased at 
being ignored. 

Galatians 5:19-21 

It is obvious what kind of life develops out of trying to get your own way all the time: 
repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; 
frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid 
loneliness; cutthroat competition; all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; 
an impotence to love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-minded and 
lopsided pursuits; the vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled 
and uncontrollable addictions; ugly parodies of community. 

5. The Sinfulness of People (cont) 
Galatians 5:19-21 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A26&version=ESV
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It is obvious what kind of life develops out of trying to get your own way all the time: 
repetitive, loveless, cheap sex; a stinking accumulation of mental and emotional garbage; 
frenzied and joyless grabs for happiness; trinket gods; magic-show religion; paranoid 
loneliness; cutthroat competition; all-consuming-yet-never-satisfied wants; a brutal temper; 
an impotence to love or be loved; divided homes and divided lives; small-minded and 
lopsided pursuits; the vicious habit of depersonalizing everyone into a rival; uncontrolled 
and uncontrollable addictions; ugly parodies of community. 
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6. God’s plan to save mankind 
 

We believe that God - who loves us more than we can imagine – chose to 
intervene and provide a means of rescuing mankind from our sin.  God took 
on human flesh and came down as one of us in the person of Jesus Christ.  
He died on the cross, taking the sins of humanity upon himself and was 
punished in our place but three days later rose again, conquering death, 
winning victory over sin.  Those who believe Jesus paid the price for their 
sin and choose to follow Him enjoy a restored relationship with God and 
have eternal life with Him. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

John 3:16-17 

This is how much God loved the world: He gave his Son, his one and only Son. And this is 
why: so that no one need be destroyed; by believing in him, anyone can have a whole and 
lasting life. God didn’t go to all the trouble of sending his Son merely to point an accusing 
finger, telling the world how bad it was. He came to help, to put the world right again. 
Anyone who trusts in him is acquitted; anyone who refuses to trust him has long since 
been under the death sentence without knowing it. 

1 Peter 2:24 

He himself bore our sins in his body on the cross, so that we might die to sins and live for 
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.  

John 5:24 

It’s urgent that you listen carefully to this: Anyone here who believes what I am saying 
right now and aligns himself with the Father, who has in fact put me in charge, has at this 
very moment the real, lasting life and is no longer condemned to be an outsider. This 
person has taken a giant step from the world of the dead to the world of the living. 

John 14:6-7 

Jesus answered, “I am the way and the truth and the life. No one comes to the Father 
except through me.  If you really know me, you will know my Father as well. From now on, 
you do know him and have seen him.” 

1 Timothy 2:3-4 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
all people - for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness.  This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all 
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth. 

Ephesians 2:7-8 

For it is by grace you have been saved, through faith—and this is not from yourselves, it is 
the gift of God - not by works, so that no one can boast. For we are God’s handiwork, 
created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God prepared in advance for us to do. 

2 Corinthians 5:21 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here!  All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself through Christ and gave us the 
ministry of reconciliation:  that God was reconciling the world to himself in Christ, not 
counting people’s sins against them. And he has committed to us the message of 
reconciliation.  We are therefore Christ’s ambassadors, as though God were making his 
appeal through us. We implore you on Christ’s behalf: Be reconciled to God. God made 
him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of 
God. 
 
 

 

6. God’s plan to save mankind (cont) 
Acts 4:12 

Jesus is the . . .  cornerstone.  Salvation comes no other way; no other name has been or 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A26&version=ESV
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A26&version=ESV
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will be given to us by which we can be saved, only this one. 
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7. The work of the Holy Spirit 
 

We believe the Holy Spirit reveals the truth to us, helps us to see our sin, 
helps us comprehend Gods love for us and helps us understand and trust in 
God’s plan to save us. The Spirit comforts, guides and empowers us to live 
with the qualities of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. The Holy Spirit also enables us to 
identify and effectively use special gifts that God gives us to build and 
encourage the Church. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

John 16:13a 

But when he, the Spirit of truth, comes, he will guide you into all the truth. 

Romans 8:1-2, 5 

Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus, because 
through Christ Jesus the law of the Spirit who gives life has set you free from the law of 
sin and death. 
Those who live according to the flesh have their minds set on what the flesh desires; but 
those who live in accordance with the Spirit have their minds set on what the Spirit 
desires. 

2 Corinthians 5: 17 

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, the new creation has come: The old has gone, the new is 
here!  

Galatians 5:22-23 

But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, forbearance, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, gentleness and self-control. Against such things there is no law.  Those who 
belong to Christ Jesus have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.  Since we live 
by the Spirit, let us keep in step with the Spirit. 

John 14:26 

The Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, will teach you 
everything and will remind you of all I have said to you. 

Romans 5:3-5  

More than that, we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering produces endurance, 
and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does not put 
us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit 
who has been given to us. 

1 Corinthians 2:10-12 

The Spirit searches all things, even the deep things of God.  For who knows a person’s 
thoughts except their own spirit within them? In the same way no one knows the thoughts 
of God except the Spirit of God.  What we have received is not the spirit of the world, but 
the Spirit who is from God, so that we may understand what God has freely given us. 

1 Corinthians 3:16 

Don’t you know that you yourselves are God’s temple and that God’s Spirit dwells in your 
midst?  

Acts 1:8 

But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit comes on you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, and in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth. 
 

 

 
 
 

7. The work of the Holy Spirit (cont) 
Ephesians 1:13-14 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Romans+5%3A3-5&version=ESV
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And you also were included in Christ when you heard the message of truth, the gospel of 
your salvation. When you believed, you were marked in him with a seal, the promised 
Holy Spirit, who is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those 
who are God’s possession—to the praise of his glory. 

Ephesians 1:17-19 

I keep asking that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the glorious Father, may give you the 
Spirit of wisdom and revelation, so that you may know him better. I pray that the eyes of 
your heart may be enlightened in order that you may know the hope to which he has 
called you, the riches of his glorious inheritance in his holy people, and his incomparably 
great power for us who believe. 

Romans 8:10-11 

But if Christ is in you, then even though your body is subject to death because of sin, the 
Spirit gives life because of righteousness.  And if the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from 
the dead is living in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your 
mortal bodies because of his Spirit who lives in you. 

1 Corinthians 12:4-31 

Passage theme:  Unity within the church and spiritual gifts. 

John 7:38  

Whoever believes in me, as the Scripture has said, ‘Out of his heart will flow rivers of living 
water.’” 

 
  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+7%3A38-39&version=ESV
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8. Prayer 
 

We believe that prayer is essential to our faith and enables us to be effective 
followers of Jesus.  Prayer is a two-way and ongoing conversation between 
ourselves and God and is vital if we are to have an intimate relationship with 
Him. Prayer provides us with the opportunity to thank, praise and worship 
God for who He is. Through prayer we are able to share with God our 
innermost thoughts, feelings, requests, confessions, and desires and the 
bible tells us we can be confident that he hears our prayers. God directs, 
teaches, corrects, and comforts us through our prayer life. The Holy Spirit 
helps us pray in times when we don’t know what to say.   
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

1 John 5:14 
This is the confidence we have in approaching God: that if we ask anything according to 
his will, he hears us. And if we know that he hears us—whatever we ask—we know that 
we have what we asked of him. 

Romans 8:26-27 

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not know what we ought to 
pray for, but the Spirit himself intercedes for us through wordless groans.  And he who 
searches our hearts knows the mind of the Spirit, because the Spirit intercedes for God’s 
people in accordance with the will of God. 

2 Chronicles 7:14 

. . . if my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek 
my face and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from heaven, and I will 
forgive their sin and will heal their land.  

Ephesians 6:18 

And pray in the Spirit on all occasions with all kinds of prayers and requests. With this in 
mind, be alert and always keep on praying for all the Lord’s people.  

Jeremiah 29:11-13 
 For I know the plans I have for you,” declares the LORD, “plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call on me and come and 
pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek me and find me when you seek me with 
all your heart.  

James 5:13-16 

Is anyone among you in trouble? Let them pray. Is anyone happy? Let them sing songs of 
praise.  Is anyone among you sick? Let them call the elders of the church to pray over 
them and anoint them with oil in the name of the Lord.  And the prayer offered in faith will 
make the sick person well; the Lord will raise them up. If they have sinned, they will be 
forgiven.  Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you 
may be healed. The prayer of a righteous person is powerful and effective. 

1 Timothy 2:1-4 

I urge, then, first of all, that petitions, prayers, intercession and thanksgiving be made for 
all people - for kings and all those in authority, that we may live peaceful and quiet lives in 
all godliness and holiness.  This is good, and pleases God our Saviour, who wants all 
people to be saved and to come to a knowledge of the truth.  
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8 Prayer (cont) 
Matthew 5:44-45 

But I tell you, love your enemies and pray for those who persecute you, that you may be 
children of your Father in heaven. He causes his sun to rise on the evil and the good, and 
sends rain on the righteous and the unrighteous.  

Matthew 26:41 

“Watch and pray so that you will not fall into temptation. The spirit is willing, but the flesh is 
weak.” 

Proverbs 15:8 

The Lord detests the sacrifice of the wicked, but the prayer of the upright pleases him. 

Romans 12:12 

Be joyful in hope, patient in affliction, faithful in prayer.  

Matthew 6:9-15 

“This, then, is how you should pray: “‘Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your 
kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us today our daily 
bread. 
And forgive us our debts, as we also have forgiven our debtors.  And lead us not into 
temptation, but deliver us from the evil one.  ’For if you forgive other people when they sin 
against you, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.  But if you do not forgive others 
their sins, your Father will not forgive your sins. 

Philippians 4:6-7 

Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with 
thanksgiving, present your requests to God.  And the peace of God, which transcends all 
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus. 

1 Thessalonians 5:16-18 

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is God’s will for 
you in Christ Jesus. 
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9. The Church 
 

We believe that those who have placed their faith in Jesus are together a 
distinctive community of faith, the Church, of which Christ is the Head. The 
members of His Church meet together in local gatherings for worship, 
teaching from the Bible, mutual encouragement, prayer and to celebrate 
baptism and communion. The Church’s corporate expression of faith is in 
‘loving God, loving people and making disciples’.  The church brings healing 
to the world by serving our communities and loving and caring for the poor 
and the oppressed and engages culture on every front with God’s truth, 
hope and love. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

Hebrews 10:25 
And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds, not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Colossians 1: 17-20 

He is before all things, and in him all things hold together.  And he is the head of the body, 
the church; he is the beginning and the firstborn from among the dead, so that in 
everything he might have the supremacy.  For God was pleased to have all his 
fullness dwell in him, and through him to reconcile to himself all things, whether things on 
earth or things in heaven, by making peace through his blood, shed on the cross.  

Colossians 3:16 

Let the message of Christ dwell among you richly as you teach and admonish one another 
with all wisdom through psalms, hymns, and songs from the Spirit, singing to God with 
gratitude in your hearts.  

1 Peter 2:9 

But you are a chosen people, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, God’s special 
possession, that you may declare the praises of him who called you out of darkness into 

his wonderful light.  

Matt 22:36-40 

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”  Jesus replied: “‘Love the Lord 
your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’   This is the first 
and greatest commandment.   And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’  All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

Matt 28:19-20 

Therefore, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

Ephesians 2:19-22 
 Consequently, you are no longer foreigners and strangers, but fellow citizens with God’s 
people and also members of his household, built on the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, with Christ Jesus himself as the chief cornerstone.  In him the whole building is 
joined together and rises to become a holy temple in the Lord.  And in him you too are 
being built together to become a dwelling in which God lives by his Spirit. 

1 Thessalonians 5:11 

Therefore encourage one another and build each other up, just as in fact you are doing. 
 

 

 
 

9. The Church (cont) 
 

Hebrews 10:24-25 
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And let us consider how we may spur one another on toward love and good deeds,  not 
giving up meeting together, as some are in the habit of doing, but encouraging one 
another—and all the more as you see the Day approaching. 

Acts 2:42 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.  
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10. Baptism 
 

We believe that the act of baptism reflects a personal decision to publicly 
declare our faith in Jesus Christ and to respond to His command to be 
baptised. Being baptised by full immersion follows Jesus example of 
baptism and symbolises death to our old sin- controlled life, its burial, and 
our resurrection to a new life in Him as we allow His spirit to indwell and 
change us. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

Acts 2:38 

Peter replied, “Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ for 
the forgiveness of your sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy Spirit”. 

Matt 3: 16-17 

As soon as Jesus was baptized, he went up out of the water. At that moment heaven was 
opened, and he saw the Spirit of God descending like a dove and alighting on him.   And a 
voice from heaven said, “This is my Son, whom I love; with him I am well pleased.”  

Romans 6: 3-4 

Or don’t you know that all of us who were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into his 
death?   We were therefore buried with him through baptism into death in order that, just 
as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, we too may live a new 
life. 

1 Corinthians 12:12-13 

Just as a body, though one, has many parts, but all its many parts form one body, so it is 
with Christ. For we were all baptized by one Spirit so as to form one body—whether Jews 
or Gentiles, slave or free—and we were all given the one Spirit to drink.  

Galatians 3:26-27 
 So in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith, for all of you who were 
baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ. 

Matt 28:19-20 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,  and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

1 Peter 3:21 

. . . and this water symbolizes baptism that now saves you also—not the removal of dirt 
from the body but the pledge of a clear conscience toward God. It saves you by the 
resurrection of Jesus Christ . . . 

John 3:5 

Jesus answered, “Very truly I tell you, no one can enter the kingdom of God unless they 
are born of water and the Spirit . . .” 
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11. Communion 
 

We believe that Jesus has asked us to remember His death and His 
resurrection by sharing in a special meal together called communion. When 
we share in communion, we are reminded that Jesus sacrificial death paid 
the price for our sins.  It is also an opportunity for us as a church family to 
be thankful for our restored relationship with God and to celebrate Jesus 
victory over death and our eternal life with Him.  
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

1 Corinthians 11:23-26 

The Lord Jesus, on the night he was betrayed, took bread, and when he had given thanks, 
he broke it and said, “This is my body, which is for you; do this in remembrance of me.”  In 
the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my 
blood; do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  For whenever you eat this 
bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

John 6:35 

Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go hungry, 
and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. 

Acts 2:42-46 

They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and to fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and to prayer.  Everyone was filled with awe at the many wonders and signs 
performed by the apostles.  All the believers were together and had everything in 
common.  They sold property and possessions to give to anyone who had need.  Every 
day they continued to meet together in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes 
and ate together with glad and sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all 
the people. And the Lord added to their number daily those who were being saved. 
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12. The return of Jesus Christ 
 

Although we are not able to determine exactly when, We believe that Jesus 
Christ, in keeping with His promise, will return personally, bodily, and visibly 
in His glory to the earth to gather those who have been his faithful followers 
to himself for eternity, to set aside for judgement those who have rejected 
Him and establish a new and perfect kingdom in which He will reign. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 
 

John 14:2-3 

My Father’s house has many rooms; if that were not so, would I have told you that I am 
going there to prepare a place for you?  And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come 
back and take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.  

Matt 25:31 

When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, he will sit on his 
glorious throne.  All the nations will be gathered before him, and he will separate the 
people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.  

Matt 24:30 

Immediately after the distress of those days the sun will be darkened, and the moon will 
not give its light; the stars will fall from the sky, and the heavenly bodies will be shaken.  
Then will appear the sign of the Son of Man in heaven. And then all the peoples of the 
earth will mourn when they see the Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven, with 
power and great glory. 

Rev 1:7 

Look, he is coming with the clouds, and every eye will see him, even those who pierced 
him; 
and all peoples on earth will mourn because of him.  So shall it be! Amen. 

John 5:28-29 

Do not be amazed at this, for a time is coming when all who are in their graves will hear 
his voice and come out—those who have done what is good will rise to live, and those 
who have done what is evil will rise to be condemned.  

I Thess 4:16-17 

For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of 
the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first.  After 
that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with them in the clouds to 
meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord forever.  

Matt 24: 33, 36 

Even so, when you see all these things, you know that it [the return of Jesus Christ] is 
near, right at the door . . . But about that day or hour no one knows, not even the angels in 
heaven, nor the Son, but only the Father.  
 
 

 

  

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+14%3A26&version=ESV
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13. Creation 
 

We believe that the written account in Genesis is the accurate record of 
creation and that God made the universe and all that is within it. Man and 
woman are the intentional and direct creation of God – spirit, soul and body, 
made in His image. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

Genesis 1 & 2 

Passage theme:  Gods creates the world and all within it. 
God saw all that he had made, and it was very good. And there was evening, and there 
was morning—the sixth day. (Gen 1:31) 

Genesis 5:1-3 

When God created mankind, he made them in the likeness of God.  He created them male 
and female and blessed them. And he named them “Mankind” when they were created. 

Psalm 8:4-6 

What is mankind that you are mindful of them, human beings that you care for them?  You 
have made them a little lower than the angels and crowned them with glory and honor. 

Isaiah 42:5 

This is what God the LORD says - the Creator of the heavens, who stretches them out, 
who spreads out the earth with all that springs from it, who gives breath to its people, and 
life to those who walk on it. 

John 1:1-5 

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.  He 
was with God in the beginning.  Through him all things were made; without him nothing 
was made that has been made.   In him was life, and that life was the light of all 
mankind.   The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it. 

Romans 1:20 

For since the creation of the world God’s invisible qualities - his eternal power and divine 
nature—have been clearly seen, being understood from what has been made, so that 
people are without excuse. 

Hebrews 11:3 

By faith we understand that the universe was formed at God’s command, so that what is 
seen was not made out of what was visible. 

Col 1:15-17 

The Son is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over all creation.  For in him all 
things were created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones 
or powers or rulers or authorities; all things have been created through him and for 
him.  He is before all things, and in him all things hold together. 
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14. Our responsibility as followers of Jesus 
 

We believe that God has individually equipped us so that we can 
successfully achieve His purpose for our lives which is to worship Him, fulfil 
our role in the Church and serve the community in which we live. Our 
worship is a lifestyle where in all circumstances our words and actions bring 
glory to God. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

Matt 22:36-40 

“Teacher, which is the greatest commandment in the Law?”   Jesus replied: “‘Love the 
Lord your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind.’  This is the 
first and greatest commandment.   And the second is like it: ‘Love your neighbour as 
yourself.’   All the Law and the Prophets hang on these two commandments.” 

Matt 28:19-20 

Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have 
commanded you. And surely I am with you always, to the very end of the age. 

Galatians 6:1-2 

Brothers and sisters, if someone is caught in a sin, you who live by the Spirit should 
restore that person gently. But watch yourselves, or you also may be tempted.  Carry each 
other’s burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ. 

Titus 3:1-2 

Remind the people to be subject to rulers and authorities, to be obedient, to be ready to 
do whatever is good, to slander no one, to be peaceable and considerate, and always to 
be gentle toward everyone. 

Proverbs 31:8-9 

Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are 
destitute. 
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy. 

Colossians 3:22-24 

Slaves, obey your earthly masters in everything; and do it, not only when their eye is on 
you and to curry their favour, but with sincerity of heart and reverence for the 
Lord.  Whatever you do, work at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for 
human masters, since you know that you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a 
reward. It is the Lord Christ you are serving. 

1 Corinthians 15:58 

Therefore, my dear brothers and sisters, stand firm. Let nothing move you.  Always give 
yourselves fully to the work of the Lord, because you know that your labor in the Lord is 
not in vain. 

Ephesians 2:10 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 

James 1:27 

Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and faultless is this: to look after orphans 
and widows in their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted by the world. 

Matt 25:35-36 

For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me 
something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you 
clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me.’ 
 

14. Our responsibility as followers of Jesus (cont) 
Acts 2:44-47 

All the believers were together and had everything in common.  They sold property and 
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possessions to give to anyone who had need.  Every day they continued to meet together 
in the temple courts. They broke bread in their homes and ate together with glad and 
sincere hearts, praising God and enjoying the favour of all the people. And the Lord added 
to their number daily those who were being saved. 
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15. Human Life 
 

We believe that human life is sacred from conception to its natural end; and 
that we must have concern for the physical and spiritual needs of others. 
Because mankind is made in the image of God, every person, regardless of 
race, religion, colour, culture, class, sex or age, has an intrinsic dignity and 
should be loved, respected and served, not exploited. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

Genesis 1:27-28 

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them;  male 
and female he created them.  God blessed them and said to them, “Be fruitful and 
increase in number; fill the earth and subdue it. Rule over the fish in the sea and the birds 
in the sky and over every living creature that moves on the ground.” 

Genesis 9:6 

And from each human being, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of another 
human being.  “Whoever sheds human blood, by humans shall their blood be shed, for in 
the image of God has God made mankind.  As for you, be fruitful and increase in number; 
multiply on the earth and increase upon it.” 

Exodus 20:13 

You shall not murder. 

Jeremiah 1:5 

The word of the Lord came to me, saying, “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, 
before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations.” 

Psalm 127:3-5 

Children are a heritage from the Lord, offspring a reward from him.  Like arrows in the 
hands of a warrior are children born in one’s youth.  Blessed is the man whose quiver is 
full of them. 

Job 12:10 

In his [God’s] hand is the life of every creature and the breath of all mankind. 

Luke 12:6-7 

Are not five sparrows sold for two pennies? Yet not one of them is forgotten by 
God.  Indeed, the very hairs of your head are all numbered. Don’t be afraid; you are worth 
more than many sparrows. 

Ephesians 2:10 

For we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God 
prepared in advance for us to do. 

Psalm 139: 13-14 

For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother’s womb. 
I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wonderful, I 
know that full well. 
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16. Marriage 
 

We believe God’s plan for human sexuality is to be expressed only within the 
context of marriage and that God created man and woman as unique 
biological persons made to complete each other. God instituted 
monogamous marriage between male and female as the foundation of the 
family and the basic structure of human society. For this reason, we believe 
that marriage is exclusively the union of one genetic male and one genetic 
female. 
 

Supporting biblical References: 

 

Genesis 1:27 

So God created mankind in his own image, in the image of God he created them; male 
and female he created them. 

Genesis 2:18 

The LORD God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone. I will make a helper suitable 
for him.” 

Matthew 19:4 

The proud religious law-keepers came to Jesus. They tried to trap Him by saying, “Does 

the Law say a man can divorce his wife for any reason?”  He said to them,  “Have you not 
read that He Who made them in the first place made them man and woman?  It says, ‘For 
this reason a man will leave his father and his mother and will live with his wife. The two 
will become one.’  So they are no longer two but one. Let no man divide what God has put 
together.” 

Corinthians 13:4-7 

Love is patient and kind; love does not envy or boast; it is not arrogant or rude. It does not 
insist on its own way; it is not irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at wrongdoing, but 
rejoices with the truth. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures 
all things. 

Ephesians 5:22-33 

Wives, submit to your own husbands, as to the Lord. For the husband is the head of the 
wife even as Christ is the head of the church, his body, and is himself its Saviour. Now as 
the church submits to Christ, so also wives should submit in everything to their husbands. 
Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, that 
he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, ... 

Ephesians 5:25 

Husbands, love your wives, as Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her 

Hebrews 13:4 

Let marriage be held in honour among all, and let the marriage bed be undefiled, for God 
will judge the sexually immoral and adulterous.  

Isaiah 62:5 

For as a young man marries a young woman, so shall your sons marry you, and as the 
bridegroom rejoices over the bride, so shall your God rejoice over you. 

1 Corinthians 6:9 

Or do you not know that wrongdoers will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be 
deceived: Neither the sexually immoral nor idolaters nor adulterers nor men who have sex 
with men, nor thieves nor the greedy nor drunkards nor slanderers nor swindlers will 
inherit the kingdom of God. And that is what some of you were. But you were washed, you 
were sanctified, you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and by the Spirit of 
our God. 
 

 


